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Spills of petroleum and its derivatives are one of the major disasters that may 
occur in the environment, this is characterized by its persistence in the 
ecosystem, despite the natural processes of degradation and / or human, has a 
pronounced effect on soil properties, preventing or slowing the growth of 
vegetation on the affected area. 

In this context, the accidental discharge of oil is one of environmental concern. 
 
No. 6 fuel, is the heaviest fraction of petroleum. Hydrocarbons such as this, are 
persistent and toxic effects on ecosystems and affect soil properties. 
 
A root of this problem and the emergence of new national policies for the 
management of contaminated sites, it is necessary to use techniques to 
address the resources affected by oil spills, so as to provide information that 
contributes to the development and implementation of regulations related with 
the subject. The lack of environmental specifications for the restoration of soils 
contaminated by oil spills, is a major factor of uncertainty about the 
effectiveness of the results of the remediation. 
 
Chile has no body of law aimed at protecting the soil resource, hence there is a 
lack of policy instruments for its regulation. In this situation it becomes clear the 
issue of standards for this resource. 
 
For soils contaminated with oil, there are various techniques for remediation. In 
general, these techniques can be divided into biological, chemical and thermal, 
and can be carried out both in situ and ex situ. 
 
This research was carried out at pilot scale using physicochemical methods: 
solvent extraction and biological bioremediation for the remediation of soils 
contaminated with oil, so as to reduce the HTP (total petroleum hydrocarbons) 
from contaminated area with oil No. 6. 
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